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SUMMARY: SOVIET CENTRAL PRESS CONTINUES TO JUSTIFY 
INDIRECTLY MOSCOW'S BUILDUP IN ETHIOPIA BY ATTACKING U.S., 
NATO AND "REACTIONARY ARAB REGIMES" FOR SENDING ARMS TO 
SOMALI. THIS REPORTAGE TO DATE HAS BEEN LARGELY DRAWN 
FROM FOREIGN PRESS ACCOUNTS BUT IS INTERWOVEN WITH 
SOVIET COMMENTARY AS WELL. SOVIET PRESS ALSO PICKED 
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UP CASTO'S JUSTIFICATION FOR CUBAN TROOP PRESENCE 
IN AFRICA; ETHIOPIAN VERSION OF FIGHTING IN OGADEN 
(WHILE IGNORING UPSWING IN ERITEREAN FIGHTING); 

ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT STATEMENT ON DJIBOUTI; AND 
ACTING ETHIOPIAN FOREIGN MINISTER'S TRIP TO IRAQ. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . SOVIET PRESS CONTINUES TO MIX REPORTAGE SUPPORTING 
ETHIOPIAN CAUSE WITH INDIRECT JUSTIFICATION OF 
MOSCOW'S HEAVY AND GROWING INVOLVEMENT IN THE HORN 
THROUGH ACCUSATIONS AGAINST ''OUTSIDE" AID TO SOMALIA. 
DEC. 24 PRAVDA CARRIES DEC. 23 TASS ARTICLE DATELINED 
LAGOS REPORTING NIGERIAN NEWSPAPER "PUNCH'S" CHARGES 
TO THIS EFFECT. TASS PIECE, ENTITLED "WHO ENFLAMES THE 
CONFLICT IN THE AFRICAN HORN?” ALLEGES THAT: 

- INTENSIFICATION OF FIGHTING IN THE HORN IS "A 

DIRECT RESULT OF INTERFERENCE BY NATO COUNTRIES" WHICH 
ARE PUSHING SOMALIA INTO UNPROVOKED AGRESSION AGAINST 
ETHIOPIA; 

- U.S., ENGLAND, ITALY AND THE FRG AGREED IN 
BRUSSELS "TO CREATE A SO-CALLED POOL" TO SUPPLY HEAVY 
WEAPONS TO SOMALIA; 

- SAUDI ARABIA ACTS AS "INTERMEDIARY" 
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AND IS ALSO PROVIDING AN "AIR CORRIDOR" 

FOR MILITARY SHIPMENTS TO SOMALIA; 

- U.S. HAS SUCCEEDED IN GETTING COUNTRIES ADJACENT 
TO THE HORAN TO TRANSFER ARMS TO SOMALIA; THESE ARMS 
WILL BE REPLACED BY NEW U.S. SHIPMENTS. 

2. DEC. 23 TASS STORY QUOTES ETHIOPIAN PRESS AS 
CHARGING THAT RELIANCE OF SOMALI LEADERS ON ASSISTANCE 
FROM "INTERNATIONAL IMPERIALISM AND REACTIONARY ARAB 
REGIMES IS DRAWING SHARP CONDEMNATION FROM INDEPENDENT 
AFRICA." DEC. 23 NOVOYE VREMYA ARTICLE "SHADOW OF 
NEO-COLONIALISM OVER AFRICA", ACCUSES THE U.S. AND 

NATO, IN LEAGUE WITH "REACTIONARY" ARAB REGIMES, OF 
SEEKING TO SURROUND "PROGRESSIVE AFRICA" THROUGH 
CREATION OF A "RED SEA SECURITY PACT." ARTICLE 
REPORTS BAGHDAD NEWSPAPER "TARIQ ASH-SHAAB" AS 
SPECIFICALLY ACCUSING WASHINGTON OF BUILDING UP A 
PRO-NATO "RED SEA MILITARY BLOC" WHICH, ALONG WITH U.S. 
BASES IN THE PERSIAN GULF AND DIEGO GARCIA, WILL ACT 
"TO ENCIRCLE PROGRESSIVE AFRICA." 
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3. DEC. 25 SIGNED TASS ARTICLE DATELINED HAVANA 
REPORTS FIDEL CASTRO TELLING THE CUBAN NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY THAT U.S. "HAS NO RIGHT" TO QUESTION THE 
PRESENCE OF CUBAN SERVICEMEN IN OTHER COUNTRIES AT A 
TIME WHEN THE U.S. HAS SOLDIERS ON CUBAN SOIL AND IN 
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OTHER COUNTRIES. ARTICLE NOTES CASTRO STATEMENT THAT 
'AID TO INDEPENDENT COUNTRIES AND NATIONAL LIBERATION 
MOVEMENTS IN AFRICA IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE CUBAN 
REVOLUTION'S PRINCIPLED POLICY. . . AND THIS AID 
CANNOT BE THE SUBJECT OF BARGAINING WITH THE USA." 

4. SOVIET CENTRAL PRESS IS IGNORING UPSWING IN 
FIGHTINGIN ERITREA WHILE REPORTING ETHIOPIAN PRESS 
STATEMENTS ON DEVELOPMENTS IN OGADEN WAR. DEC. 

24 TASS ARTICLE REPORTS ETHIOPIAN NEWS AGENCY AS 
STATING 3,000 SOMALIS HAVE BEEN KILLED SINCE EARLY 
DECEMBER. 

5. DEC. 22 TASS ARTICLE DATELINED ADDIS ABABA AND 
CARRIED DEC. 23 PARAVDA REPORTS ETHIOPIAN MFA STATE- 
MENT ON SITUATION IN DJIBOUTI. ARTICLE, ENTITLED 
"STATEMENT BY ETHIOPIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY", STATES 
THAT PRESIDENT OF DJIBOUTI, WHO IS AN ISSA, "PRO- 
HIBITED ACTIVITIES OF THE MOVEMENT FOR THE LIBERATION 
OF THE PEOPLE OF DJIBOUTI PARTY", WHOSE MEMBERSHIP IS 
PRIMARILY AFAR. ARTICLE CONTINUES "IN THIS CONNEC- 
TION THE PRIME MINISTER AND SEVERAL MEMBERS OF 
GOVERNMENT, WHO ARE AFARS, RESIGNED." 

6. ARTICLE CITES ETHIOPIAN STATEMENT AS HOLDING THAT 
"ETHIOPIA INVARIABLY PURSUES A COURSE OF SUPPORTING 
THE INDEPENDENCE AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF DJIBOUTI AND INTENDS FURTHER TO FIRMLY 
ADHERE TO THIS POLICY"; "DJIBOUTI'S SOVEREIGNTH. . . 

CAN BE GUARANTEED ONLY ON CONDITION OF FULL NON- 
INTERFERENCE FROM THE OUTSIDE INTO THE REPUBLIC'S 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS' DJIBOUTI'S FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE 
"CAN BE ASSURED ONLY BY FULL-FLEDGED PARTICIPATION" OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 MOSCOW 18550 02 OF 02 271816Z 

BOTH AFFARS AND ISSAS "IN THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMIC AND 
POLITICAL LIFE"; AND THAT "THE PRESENT AGGRAVATION 
OF THE SITUATION IN DJIBOUTI ... IS A RESULT OF 
INCENDIARY ACTIONS BY THE GOVERNMENT OF SOMALIA. THIS 
ALSO "FACILITATES A FURTHER AGGRAVATION OF THE SITUA- 
TION IN THE AREA OF THE HORN OF AFRICA". 

7. BRIEF DEC. 22 TASS STORY REPORTS VISIT TO IRAQ OF 
MEMBER OF ETHIOPIAN PROVISIONAL MILITARY ADMINISTRATIVE 
COUNCIL, M. DESTA. ARTICLE STATES DESTA "DISCUSSED 
SITUATION IN THE HORN OF AFRICA REGION" WITH IRAQI 

VICE PRESIDENT MAARUF AND ALSO MET WITH SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF PROGRESSIVE NATIONAL PATRIOTIC FRONT 
HADDAD. 

TOON 
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